462                His pleasure in the tour.
and asked me if I would lose the recollection of it for five hundred pounds. I answered I would not; and he applauded my setting such a value on an accession of new images in my mind1.
Had it not been for me, I am persuaded Dr. Johnson never would have undertaken such a journey; and I must be allowed to assume some merit from having been the cause that our language has been enriched with such a book as that which he published on his return; a book which I never read but with the utmost admiration, as I had such opportunities of knowing from what very meagre materials it was composed.
I have copied from the original in the possession of my friend Mr. M. M. Holloway:— •DEAR SIR,
' When I was at Edinburgh I had a letter from you, telling me that in answer to some enquiry you were informed that I was in the Sky. I was then I suppose in the western islands of Scotland ; I set out on the northern expedition August 6, and came back to Fleet-street, November 26. I have seen a new region.
' I have been upon seven of the islands, and probably should have visited many more, had we not begun our journey so late in the year, that the stormy weather came upon us, aud the storms have I believe for abut five months hardly any intermission.                  •
' Your Letter told me that you were better. When you write do not forget to confirm that account. I had very little ill health while I was on the journey, and bore rain and wind tolerably well. I had a cold and deafness only for a few days, and those days I passed at a good house. I have traversed the east coast of Scotland from south to north from Edinburgh to Inverness, and the west coast from north to south, from the Highlands to Glasgow, and am come back as I went.
'Sir, 'Your affectionate humble servant,
•SAM. JOHNSON.' 'Jan. 15, 1774-
' To the Reverend Dr. Taylor, 'in Ashbourn,
'Derbyshire.'
' Johnson speaking of this tour on April 10, 1783, said :—' J got an acquisition of more ideas by it than by anything that I remember.' Ante, iv. 230.
Buteasant journey that I ever made.' In his Diary he recorded on Jan. 9, 1774:—' In the autumn I took a journey to the Hebrides, but my mind was not free from perturbation.' Pr. and Mcd. p. 136, The following letter to Dr. Taylor
